
 Mother’s Day, May 8

 neida lived as an outcast on the streets of the poor community of 
Armenia Bonito, near La Ceiba, Honduras. Her clothes were filthy 

and ragged and she almost never had enough to eat. She was born to a 
family with an alcoholic father and her mother died shortly after her birth. 
She came into life with a major social handicap––an inability to speak. Many 
in the community ridiculed and abused her. Even in her desperate condition 
she tried to care for her young siblings as best she could. A Mission to the World team working 
in Armenia Bonito found Oneida. At first, perhaps out of shame and fear, she avoided them. 
Slowly, the team members gained her trust. A breakthrough came on a “girls’ day” when team 
members treated girls in the community to shampoos in a local river, haircuts with ribbons, and 
fingernail painting. Oneida had never before experienced such loving attention. She is now 
loved by many and attends the kids programs where she hears about the ultimate love of all––
that of Jesus Christ. The team members feel privileged to have been a  part of sharing God’s love 
with Oneida and welcoming her into the family of Christ.

The MTW La Ceiba team began ministering in Honduras in 2007. A StreetChild ministry 
will begin in late 2011 as a continuation of work already underway with the at-risk 
children of Armenia Bonito. Visit the team website at servinginhonduras.
com to learn more.  
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